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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SAN JO 04818 131937Z 
43 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO TRSE-00 FMC-02 CAB-05 COME-OO 

L-03 INR-07 DOTE-OO /035 W 

126695 

P 122330Z NOV 75 

FM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2025 

UNCLAS SAN JOSE 4818 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, CS 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR U.S. CITIZENS TO ENGAGE IN CUSTOMS BROKERAGE, AND 
OCEAN AND FREIGHT FORWARDING IN CERTAIN COUNTRIES. 

REF: STATE A-5980; STATE 258268 

1. DEFINITION OF ACTIVITIES OF CUSTOMS AGENT OR BROKER 
CONTAINED COSTA RICAN COMMERCIAL CODE INCLUDES BOTH CUSTOMS 
BROKERAGE AND FREIGHT FORWARDING. ARTICLE 376 OF CODE 
REQUIRES PERSONS AND FIRMS ENGAGED THESE ACTIVITIES BE 
LICENSED BY MINISTRY OF FINANCE. REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSE 

( ART. 379) INCLUDE, FOR INDIVIDUALS, DOMICILED IN COUTA 
RICA, FIVE YEARS RESIDENCE, GOOD CONDUCT, LEGAL CAPACITY, 

AND KNOWLEDGE OF CUSTOMS AND TAX LAWS. CODE SPECIFICALLY 
APPLIES SAME REQUIREMENTS TO COSTA RICAN NATIONALS AND 
FOREIGNERS. COMPANIES LICENSED PERFORM THESE ACTIVITIES 
MUST BE ORGANIZED ACCORDING LOCAL LAW AND DOMICILED IN 
COSTA RICA. 

2. NO U.S. INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS PER SE DIRECTLY ENGAGED 

IN CUSTOMS BROKERAGE OR INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDING 
HERE. CO-ORDINATED CARIBBEAN TRANSPORT (CCT) AND 
SEALAND USE LOCAL AGENTS FOR THEIR OPERATIONS IN 
COSTA RICA. 

3. COPY PERTINENT ARTICLES COMMERCIAL ARE BEING 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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AIRPOUCHED EB/TT/MA. 
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